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“farft time and ordered to lie-on the table. ORDERED, That the fzid bill be read the fecond time

-the law in favour of him in April feflion 1782, and praying a dire&ion

_ The houfe met.

VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, Aprrt, 1783. o3

on Friday next. ' ) ) s
A petition from a number of ishabitants of Montgomery county, and a reprefentation fmllt
the practifing attorpies of faid county court, fcverally'praymg that the court-houfe m‘y“t’;i{’r‘.ef‘_
moved from the place it now is to George-town, and feveral counter petitions to the fame, were
preferred and read, and referred to the iccond T'uefday in the next {efhon. )
Mr. M*Mechen, from the committee, brings in and delivers 1o Mr. Speaker the follmng—
repost:

THE committee toc whom was referred the letter from the mayor of the city of Annapolig,
enclofing the proceedings of the corporation of the faid city, beg leave to report, T'hat they have
confidered the fame, and thereupon come to the foHowing refolutions ;

1ft, That it is the opinion of the committee, that the honour, dignity, and welfare, of the ;
United States, require that their reprefentatives thould have a fixed ang permanent place of re- i
fidence, with jurifdiction and authority over all inhabitants and refidents within the diftni& or |
territory affigned for the reception of congrefs and their officers, znd the minifters of kingdoms |
apd fkates in amity or alliance with the United States, |

2d. That it is the opinion of the committee, that the city of Annapolis, with its precin&s, is
the moft eligible and proper place, within the United States, for the permanent refidence of the
honourable congrefs, for the folowing reafons: Firft, The city of Annapolis is more central
than any other city or town in the federal ftates, and equally convenient to the delegates to tra-
vel there by land or water. Secondly, The city ftanding within three miles of the bay of Che-
fapeake, and on a large navigable river, with a high, dry, fandy foil, with many {prings of ex=
cellent water, is remarkably healthy. T hirdly, The bay of Chefapeake and rivers falling into
ity will afford fafe and capacious harbours for flcets of fhips of any fize and force, and difpatches |
may be conveyed or received with great facility to or from Europe, or any otber part of the 1‘
world.  And laftly, The city is very capable of defence, with a {m.|| force, 2gzinit numbers, |
there being only eighteen feet water within five miles thereof, and two large crecks running one |
on cach fide, and headirg above the faid city within a quarter of 2 mile of each othe , znd the
ground in and pear the ciry weil calculated for works of defence, I his laft reafon is founded on
the opinion of the engincers of the French army, :

3dly. That it is the opinion of the committee, that the general zffembly (the corporation and
citizens of Annapolis having fignified their confent) offer the faid city with its precinés to the
honourable congrefs, for their permanent refidence, and to inveft that bo y with fach Jurifgic-
tion and power within the fame, and over the inhabitants and reficents thercof, as may be re-
Quired by congrefs, as neceflary for the honour, dignity, convenicnce, znd fafety, of that body.

4thly. That it is the opinion of the committee, that the general afIcmny prefent the ftade-
houfc and public circle in the city of Annapolis (exclufive of the (chool-houfe and court-houfe of
Anne-Arundel county, and loan-office, ﬁanding un the f{aid circie) to the honourable congrefs,
for their ufe. - -

§thly. That it is the opinion of the committee, that the general aflembly p
the buildings and ground in the faid city, appropriated for the refidence of the
Rtate, for the habitation of their prefident,

6thly. That it is the opinion of the committee, that the general affemh

: _ 'y cffer to congrefs to
erell, at the expence of this ftate, thirteen dwelling houfes nd o°her builcings, for the refidence

of the delegates of each of the thirteen confederated flates, and that a fun pot exceeding thirty
thoufand pounds fpecie be applied to that purpofe,
7thly. That it is the opinion of the commitice, that a copy of the proceedings cf the corpora-

tion of the city of Annapolis be tranfmitted, with the detezmination of the geueral aflembly, to
the honourable congrefs. *

All which is fubmitted to the honourable houte.
A By order, A. GOLDER, ck.
Which was read, and thereupon ORULERED, That the fame be read the jecind time on Sa-
turday next. ‘
A memorial from Legh Mafter, fetting forth, that the commiffioners
Britith Property have taken all his real and perfonal property into

refent to congrefs
governor of this

for preferying confircated
their pofleffion fince the paffing

. tu the fa;d commiffioners
to reftore his property to him ; was prefesred and read,

The houfe adjourns till 3 o'clock.

POsT MERIDTIE M

On confidering the returns of the valaations of the referved lands, made by virtue of an a& of

;!lﬁ'embly_paﬂcd April feflion, 1782, emided, An a& for the fale of certain confifcated Britith

progerty,




